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³Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures,
DQGVDLGWRWKHPµ7KXVLWLVZULWWHQWKDWWKH&KULVWVKRXOG
suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in
his name to all nations, beginning in Jerusalem. You are
witnesses of these things¶´ /XNH-48).

Collect  of  the  Day  

Living  God,  Your  almighty  power  is  made  known  chiefly  in  
showing  mercy  and  pity.    Grant  us  the  fullness  of  Your  grace  
to  lay  hold  of  Your  promises  and  live  forever  in  Your  
presence;;  through  Jesus  Christ,  Your  Son,  our  Lord,  who  
lives  and  reigns  with  You  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  one  God,  now  
and  forever.    Amen  

Much of what we know is the result of eye
ZLWQHVVHV:HUHO\RQZKDWZH¶UHWROGDQGWKHPRUH
people that have witnessed an event, the more reliable we
find their witness to be. For example, we know Abraham
Lincoln was shot by John Wilkes Booth, and though we
were not there to see it for ourselves, we believe it because
WKHUHZHUHPDQ\LQ)RUG¶V7KHDWHUZKRVDZLWKDSSHQ
They were eye witnesses. We have no reason to doubt
them.
:H¶UHWROG0R]DUWZURWHV\PSKRQLHVDQGWKRXJK
ZHGLGQ¶WREVHUYHWKDWRXUVHOYHV\HWZHEHOLHYHLWEHFDXVH
others did observe him, or at least recognized his musical
penmanship, and saw him deliver the manuscripts and be
paid for them.
Much of what we know and believe is the result of
H\HZLWQHVVHV$QGVRLWLVZLWK-HVXV:HZHUHQ¶WWKHUH
to observe his life, death and resurrection, but we have
come to believe the testimony of the eye-witnesses.
Remember, wherever he went, there were usually crowds
following him. Therefore thousands observed his miracles.
They saw him heal the ten lepers, and the man born blind,
and the paralytic man lying on a mat. They saw him heal
the man with the shriveled arm, and the man who was both
deaf and mute. They say him raise from death the son of
the widow at Nain, and they saw him call Lazarus out from
KLVWRPE$QGWKH\NQHZWKLQJVOLNHWKDWXVXDOO\GLGQ¶W
KDSSHQ3HRSOHZLWKOHSURV\XVXDOO\GLGQ¶WJHWEHWWHUDQG
LIWKH\GLGLWZDVQ¶WLPPHGLDWHO\DQGDWVRPHRQH¶V
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command. And dead people usually stay dead. The crowds
IRXQGDOORILWVLPSO\UHPDUNDEOH0DWWKHZ³$QGKHZHQW
throughout all Galilee . . . proclaiming the gospel of the
kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction
among the people. So his fame spread throughout all Syria,
and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various
diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, epileptics,
and paralytics, and he healed them. And great crowds
IROORZHGKLP´ YY-25).
Those early eye witnesses watched him do these
miracles. They saw the reaction of those who were healed
but also the reaction of others in the crowd. They knew their
H\HVZHUHQ¶WMXVWSOD\LQJWULFNVRQWKHP1RWHYHQ+DUU\
+RXGLQLFRXOGUHVWRUHDPDQ¶VVKULYHOHGDUPDQGKDQG
VLPSO\E\VD\LQJ³VWUHWFKRXW\RXUKDQG´ /N 1RRQH
accused Jesus of being a magician.
But some eye witnesses were hostile toward him. In
0DWWKHZDIWHU-HVXVH[RUFL]HGDGHPRQTXRWH³WKHFURZG
ZDVDPD]HGDQGVDLGµ1RWKLQJOLNHWKLVKDVHYHUEHHQVHHQ
LQ,VUDHO¶%XWWKH3KDULVHHVVDLGµ,WLVE\WKHSULQFHRI
GHPRQVWKDWKHGULYHVRXWGHPRQV¶´ 0W ,QRWKHU
ZRUGV³KHLQGHHGKDVH[WUDRUGLQDU\SRZHUVEXWWKH\FRPH
IURPWKHGHYLO´
Another example of a hostile account of the miracles
comes from outside the Bible. Archaeologists uncovered a
report from the Sanhedrin, the Jewish governing body under
Roman occupation. The report says Jesus of Nazareth,
TXRWH³ZLOOEHVWRQHGEHFDXVHKHKDVSUDFWLFHGVRUFHU\DQG
OXUHG,VUDHOLQWRDSRVWDV\´:KDWLVVRUFHU\"6RUFHU\LVD
miracle that finds its origin in the devil . . . whereas miracles
come from God. The Sanhedrin was not denying the
PLUDFOHV 7KH\FRXOGQ¶WEHFDXVHWKRXVDQGVKDGZLWQHVVHG
them.) They were only discrediting the miracles as from the
devil rather than God.
The Crowds were also on hand to witness his
suffering and death. They heard Pilate give the order that he
should be flogged and crucified. They saw the soldiers carry
it out. Many saw him breathe his last on the cross, and they
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saw the Roman centurion confirm and ensure his death by
plunging a spear deep into his side. But they also saw him
resurrected! The Gospels say he appeared first to the women,
and then to Peter and John, then to the twelve. Paul wrote,
³$IWHUWKDW+HDSSHDUHGWRPRUHWKDQILYHKXQGUHGRIWKH
brothers at the same time. Then to James, then to all the
DSRVWOHV´ &RU-8).
We know how shocked they were, how fearful when
they saw him with their own eyes. Of course they thought he
ZDVDJKRVW%XWWRSURYHKHZDVQ¶W-HVXVDWHZLWKWKHP
*KRVWVGRQ¶WHDW+HDOORZHGWKHPWRWRXFKKLPDQGIHHOWKDW
KHKDGVXEVWDQFHDQGIOHVKZKLFKJKRVWVGRQ¶WKDYH7KH\
OLVWHQHGWRKLVWHDFKLQJDQGSUHDFKLQJ*KRVWVGRQ¶WSUHDFK
And then they went home and kept it all to themselves,
QHYHUVDLGDZRUGWRDQ\RQHULJKW"1RWKDW¶VQRWKRZWKHVH
things happen. They went home and told others about what
they had witnessed. They talked about it with family,
neighbors, friends . . . not because some preacher was chiding
them to get out there and make evangelism calls. They talked
about it because they had witnessed an extraordinary event and
the normal human response is tell others about it. If you had
been in New York City on 9/11 you would have told many
SHRSOHDERXW\RXUH[SHULHQFH7KDW¶VZKDWPRVWSHRSOHGRWR
SURFHVVWKLQJV$QGWKDW¶VSUHFLVHO\ZKDWKDSSHQHGZKHQ-HVXV
died and rose again. They talked about it, tried to wrap their
arms around it. How could one who was so powerful be put to
GHDWKVRHDVLO\":K\GLGQ¶WKHRSSRVHWKHP"$QGQRZWKDWKH
KDVRYHUFRPHGHDWKZK\GRHVQ¶WKHVHHNUHYHQJH":K\GRHV
he keep talking about forgiveness and making disciples of all
QDWLRQV"´7KHH\HZLWQHVVHVVXUHO\WDONHGDQGWDONHGDQG
talked and ultimately, by the Holy Spirit, many concluded he
must be who he said he was: the Son of God, powerful, but
also gracious and forgiving.
Those eye-witnesses, they were the first evangelists,
untrained, unintentional, without having been sent, without
ulterior motives. They simply told others what they had seen.
,WZDVQ¶WVRPHVDFUHGREOLJDWLRQ7KH\FRXOGQ¶WKHOS
themselves. And you can be sure the Holy Spirit used the
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testimony of those eye witnesses to ignite faith in others (1
Cor. 12:3).
Much of what we know and believe was handed
GRZQWRXVE\H\HZLWQHVVHV,W¶VWLPHZHDV&KULVWLDQV
reclaim those eye-witness testimonies. I say this because
PDQ\WRGD\DUHWU\LQJWRGLVFUHGLWWKHP7KH\¶UHWU\LQJWR
VD\LWQHYHUKDSSHQHG³7KH\PDGHLWDOOXS7KH\¶UHQRW
UHOLDEOH´&DQ\RXLPDJLQHKRZDQJU\WKRVHZLWQHVVHV
would be if they only knew.
Has that ever happened to you? Imagine for a
moment that you witnessed a heated conversation between
co-workers in the break room. Your boss asks you about it,
and you try to recall word for word what you saw. How
ZRXOG\RXIHHOLI\RXUERVVWKHQVDLG³:HOO,GRQ¶WEHOLHYH
\RX,GRQ¶WWKLQNLWKDSSHQHGWKDWZD\7KLVLVKRZLWUHDOO\
KDSSHQHG´+RZZRXOG\RXIHHO"<RXZHUHWKHUH+H
ZDVQ¶W,ZRXOGZDQWWRVD\³$UH\RXFDOOLQJPHDOLDU"
$UH\RXVD\LQJ,ZDVKDOOXFLQDWLQJ"´
This little scenario is happening right now, but on a
grand scale: the eye witness testimony of thousands is being
flat out denied. Those with an agenda, two thousand years
ODWHUDUHVD\LQJ³,WQHYHUKDSSHQHGWKDWZD\7KLVLVZKDW
KDSSHQHG´$QGXQIRUWXQDWHO\WKRVHZKRwere there are not
DURXQGWRGHIHQGWKHWUXWK7KH\¶UHGHDG%XWUHPHPEHU
we also know how many of them died. They died because
they refused to keep quiet about what they had seen and
heard.
Do not let skeptics today rob you of those eye
witness testimonies from 2000 years ago! The early church
grew like a wildfire . . . in spite of fierce persecution . . . in
part because of the energy and courage and commitment to
the truth of those early eye witnesses.
You cannot serve as eye-witnesses to what happened
2,000 years ago. But at least you know what God has done
IRU\RX$QGRXUWH[WVD\V³<RXDUHZLWQHVVHVRIWKHVH
WKLQJV´<RXFDQQRWJLYHH\HZLWQHVVWHVWLPRQ\WR&KULVW¶V
death on the cross. But can tell others what the grace of
Jesus Christ means to you. You cannot describe to others the
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H[SUHVVLRQRQ-HVXV¶IDFHZKHQKHVDLG³0\*RGP\*RG
ZK\KDVWWKRXIRUVDNHQPH"´%XW\RXFDQWHOOWKHPWKDW
God has never forsaken you. He has forgiven you and given
you that certain peace. You cannot give eye-witness
testimony to his miracles, but you can tell others how God
FDUULHG\RXWKURXJKGLIILFXOWWLPHV³<RXDUHZLWQHVVHVRI
WKHVHWKLQJV´<RXKDYHDVWRU\RQO\\RXFDQWHOORI*RG¶V
JUDFHLQ-HVXV&KULVW<RX¶UHRIWKDWVWRU\$QGKHUH¶VWKH
point: the world needs your story. Those who know and
respect you need to know what God has done for you. Tell
WKHPKRZPXFK<RXGRQ¶WKDYHWRLQYHQWDVWRU\DERXWKRZ
KHSXOOHG\RXXSIURPWKHGUHJVRIDGGLFWLRQRUDEXVH'RQ¶W
exaggerate anything, negative or positive. Just give credit
ZKHUHFUHGLWLVGXH³<RXDUHZLWQHVVHVRIWKHVHWKLQJV´
It is LWML Sunday. I got a little excited by this text
and therefore forgot to say much of anything about LWML
until it was too late, and for that I apologize to all those who
DUHZHDULQJSXUSOHRUIRUJRWWR³<RXDUHZLWQHVVHVRIWKHVH
WKLQJV´6XIILFHLWWRVD\WKH/:0/KDVWDNHQWKLVYHUVH
seriously, and for many, many decades has been devoted to
the support of mission work near and far. Part of what they
do is equip women young and old to be witnesses, to be the
custodians of the stories only they can tell of what God has
GRQHIRUWKHP7KH/:0/KHUHLVFDOOHG³WKH:RPHQRI
*RRG6KHSKHUG´DQGWKLVJURXSLVDOLYHDQGZHOOWUHQGLQJ
younger actually, and quietly doing a lot of good work. I
encourage you to check it out and give it a try.
³<RXDUHZLWQHVVHVRIWKHVHWKLQJV´<RXFDQWUXVW
the eye witness accounts of the Bible because those people
really had no reason to mislead you or lie to you. In fact
they had every reason to hide the truth. You can trust them
because they were willing to die for the truth of what they
saw, and many did. You can trust them because they did not
point to themselves but to Jesus. They saw him die. They
also saw him resurrected from the grave. They saw the
marks of his crucifixion. They heard him preach and teach
and some of them even wrote down what he said and did.
They were witnesses of these things. They gave testimony
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so that you and I would know the extraordinary events they
witnessed 2000 years ago in that part of the world, and why
it makes such a difference today, in your life, and in this part
of the world. Amen.
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